
 
  

City of Union 
Agenda 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, February 10, 2025 @ 7:00 PM 

Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St,  
Union, OR 97883 

  

 

 
Page  

1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL: 
  
Mayor:  Hawkins 

Councilors:   Cox, Middleton, Seale, Black, George 
and Boyer-Davis  

 

 
2. CORRESPONDENCE PERTINENT TO AGENDA BUSINESS ITEMS:   
 2.1. Sheriff's Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
4 - 7 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS: 

Public comment is welcome on each subject addressed under the public comment 
rules stated below. 

 

 
 3.1. Water-Wastewater Rate Review  

Resolution 2025-02 Water-Sewer Rates - Pdf 
8 - 22 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS: 

Public comment is welcome on each subject addressed under the public comment 
rules stated below. 

 

 
 4.1. Budget Committee  

Budget Committee Applications - Pdf 
23 

 
 4.2. Historic Committee  

Historic Committee Application - Pdf 
24 

 
 4.3. Union Sanitation Rates  

Request for Increase - Pdf 
25 - 28 

 
 4.4. Deer in City Limits  

Ordinances 131.104,131.999 and 2016 Deer Plan- Pdf 
29 - 36 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA:   
 5.1. Business/Special Meeting Minutes   
 • November 21, 2024 Council Special Meeting  

Council Special Meeting - Nov 21 2024 - Minutes - Pdf 
37 - 38 

 
 • January 13, 2025 City Council Meeting  

City Council - Jan 13 2025 - Minutes - Pdf 
39 - 43 

 
 • January 25, 2025 Council Special Meeting  

Council Special Meeting - Jan 25 2025 - Minutes - Pdf 
44 - 47 

 
 5.2. Work Session Minutes   
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 • January 13, 2025 Work Session  

Council Work Session - Jan 13 2025 - Minutes - Pdf 
48 - 49 

 
 • January 27, 2025 Work Session  

Council Work Session - Jan 27 2025 - Minutes - Pdf 
50 - 52 

 
 5.3. Information Reports   
 • Office Manager Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
53 - 54 

 
 • Ordinance Enforcement Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
55 - 56 

 
 • Animal Officer Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
57 - 58 

 
 • Library Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
59 - 60 

 
6. CITY COUNCIL WORKING COMMITTEE AND LIAISONS UPDATES:   
 6.1. Charter Committee   
 
 6.2. Water Sewer Committee   
 
 6.3. Zoning Committee   
 
 6.4. Ordinance Committee   
 
 6.5. Streets Committee 

   
 

 
 6.6. Library Board   
 
 6.7. Trails   
 
 6.8. Buffalo Flat Project   
 
 6.9. Historic Committee   
 
 6.10. Parks - Main Street   
 
 6.11. Fire/EMS Board   
 
7. CITY ADMINISTRATOR / PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   
 7.1. Public Works Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
61 - 62 

 
 7.2. Wastewater Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
63 - 64 

 
 7.3. City Administrator Monthly Report  

January 2025 - Pdf 
65 

 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Audience members may bring any concern before the Council at this time. 
  
Public comment rules: 
 All public comment is subject to 3 minutes per individual and time may be cut short by 
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the Mayor if the information addressing the Council becomes redundant.  All persons 
addressing the Council must speak at the lectern and prior to speaking must state 
their name and address.   

9. UPCOMING MEETINGS AND SUGGESTIONS:   
 9.1. February 11th, 2025 - Water Sewer Committee @ 6PM   
 
 9.2. February 15th, 2025 - Buffalo Flats Committee Meeting @ 10AM   
 
 9.3. February 19th, 2025 - Charter Committee @ 10AM   
 
 9.4. February 22nd, 2025 - Zoning Committee @ 9AM   
 
 9.5. February 24, 2025 - Council Work Session @ 6PM   
 
 9.6. February 22nd, 2025 - Street Committee @ 10AM   
 
 9.7. March 10th, 2025 - Council Work Session @ 6PM   
 
 9.8. March 10th, 2025 - Council Business Meeting @ 7PM   
 
10. ADJOURNMENT:  
The City of Union Regular Business Meeting will be streamed live on our Facebook page beginning at 7:00pm. 
Please like and follow our Facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/cityofunion.ontheweb), to be notified and 
view our live feed. The feed will be monitored and pertinent comments to all matters being discussed will be 
shared with Council. You may also email comments to admin@cityofunion.com during the meeting, which will 
be shared with Council at the appropriate time. 
 
For any questions, please contact us at 541-562-5197.  
 
Seating in the Leonard Almquist Chambers is open to the public. 
 
If you have a disability that requires any special materials, services, or assistance, please contact City Hall at 
541-562-5197 so we may arrange appropriate accommodations. 
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Sheriff's Monthly Report 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Celeste Tate, Administrator 

 
ATTACHED: 
Sheriff's Monthly Report January 2025 
Sheriff Deputy Hours January 2025 
Sheriff Deputy Yearly Hours 2025 
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Union Activities –JANUARY 2025

The Union County Deputies contributed hours to the total for the month.  The statistics/report reflect the 
activities done by Sheriff’s Deputies:

 

HOURS 132.6

CRIMINAL CITATIONS    0
TRAFFIC CITATIONS    0

  WARNINGS    0
  ARRESTS                2
CALLS FOR SERVICE                22
FI’S    2

             TOWS/IMPOUNDS    0
    

Activities include: 
Routine patrol including foot patrol, school patrol, and traffic patrol
Extra patrol in areas requested done throughout the month
Field interrogations and follow up done as needed throughout the month
Traffic warnings given throughout the month
Deputy received a call regarding possible fraud
Responded for a welfare check
Out with a suspicious vehicle
Deputy responded for a Domestic Disturbance
Responded for suspicious circumstances
Received a driving complaint, attempt to locate
Deputy assisted with a civil matter
Report taken for a wolf depredation
Report of a dog at large, attempted to catch the dog
Report taken for Criminal Mischief, will investigate
Deputies attempt to locate a wanted person, located and arrested
Report taken for property damage to a business
Report of elder abuse, spoke with family will investigate
Report and investigation for an unattended death
Assisted with a civil matter
Report taken for a theft
Responded for a welfare check, resolved
Report of a trespass, Deputy attempt to locate
Report taken for theft from a vehicle
One person arrested for a Restraining Order violation
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DATE Bowen WW Schaad McKaig Heath Jensen Sutten Humphries Butcher Herna Hamilton Flowers Capers Witty Johnson BELL Total
1 0.00
2 0.00
3 3 0.5 3.50
4 1 1.00
5 2.5 2.50
6 10 10.00
7 7 7.00
8 1 8.5 9.50
9 1 10 11.00

10 0.00
11 0.00
12 0.00
13 0 0.00
14 8 8.00
15 8 8.00
16 0.75 0 0.75
17 0.00
18 0.00
19 0.00
20 9.05 9.05
21 9 9.00
22 9 9.00
23 10 10.00
24 0.00
25 1.5 2 3.50
26 0.25 0.25
27 9 9.00
28 9 9.00
29 8.5 8.50
30 1 1.00
31 3 3.00

Sub Total 0.00 0.00 3.50 0.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 8.50 0.00 0.00 2.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 115.05 132.55
Total Hrs 132.55 JANUARY
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2025 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1 0.00
2 0.00
3 3.50
4 1.00
5 2.50
6 10.00
7 7.00
8 9.50
9 11.00
10 0.00
11 0.00
12 0.00
13 0.00
14 8.00
15 8.00
16 0.75
17 0.00
18 0.00
19 0.00
20 9.05
21 9.00
22 9.00
23 10.00
24 0.00
25 3.50
26 0.25
27 9.00
28 9.00
29 8.50
30 1.00
31 3.00

Total 132.6

120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120
Over/Short 12.55 (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00) (120.00)
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Water-Wastewater Rate Review 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Celeste Tate, Administrator 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Every year prior to April and no earlier than January the Council must review water and 
wastewater rates. If Council fails to review, a rate increase of 1.5% for each will be enacted 
for each respective rate. In our work sessions in January, staff brought forth information for 
council to review in regards to revenue and expenditures, projected future project needs and 
costs. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
The resulting increases for different levels from 1%-3% are attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
To accept Resolution 2025-02 with water and wastewater rate adjustments. 
 
ATTACHED: 
Resolution 2025-02 Water-Sewer Rates 
Water and Wastewater Rates 
 
  
 

Page 1 of 15

Page 8 of 65



CIT Y OF UNION
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-02

A RESOLUTION ADJUSTING WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES 
EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2025

WHEREAS, administration for the City of Union has reviewed water and wastewater revenues 
and expenditures over the past year; and,

WHEREAS, administration has found that water revenues have remained strong, but are 
beginning to show signs of falling behind due to a substantial increase of supplies over the 
year; and,

WHEREAS, administration has found wastewater revenues have not been keeping up with the 
current rate of inflation on supplies; and,

WHEREAS, administration advises that wastewater rates and water rates need an increase, but 
not at the set rates as defined in Ordinance 50.068(F)(7); and,

WHEREAS, administration believes the rates of water needs an adjustment of __% and 
wastewater rates needs an adjustment of __%.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council, in regular assembly, does hereby declare and resolve 
the proposed changes shall be applied to the City of Union water and wastewater rates:

1. __% increase per each REU (Resident Equivalent Unit) category on wastewater

2. __% increase per each REU (Resident Equivalent Unit) category on water 

3. Rates shall take effect on the April billing cycle.

ADOPTED by ___ members of the Common Council voting therefore and approved by the 
Mayor of the City of Union, this ___ day of February 2025.

Approved: Attest:

  __________________________ ____________________________
  Susan Hawkins, Mayor Celeste Tate, City Administrator
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Budget Committee 

Meeting:  

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact:  

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
There are currently three vacancies on the Budget Committee that need filled. The city has 
received a few applications for consideration. 
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Historic Committee 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Celeste Tate, Administrator 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Due to the resignation of Cherie Kausler on the Historic Committee, there is a vacancy to fill. 
The city has received an application from Ilene Kingery for consideration. 
 
  
 

Page 1 of 1

Page 24 of 65



 

Memorandum 
 
Subject: Union Sanitation Rates 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Celeste Tate, Administrator 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Expenses for Union Sanitation have increased due to the Baker Landfill increasing their 
disposal fee and in turn Waste Pro increasing their rates charged to Union Sanitation. As a 
result, Union Sanitation is asking for approval for an increase to their rates in the amount of 
$.85 per month for roll carts which corresponds to between a 2.3%-3.2% depending upon 
size of cart. Comparatively, Union County Commissioners recently approved a 3.3% increase 
on disposal rates for Waste Pro. Letter from Union Sanitation is attached.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
This increase for the city would amount to approximately $8.25 more per month or $99 more 
per year paid in sanitation disposal. This increase would also apply to citizens in the city and 
would be $.85 more per month or $10.20 more per year for each roll cart. Other services 
comparison attached as well. 
 
ATTACHED: 
Union Sanitation Rate Increase 
Sanitation Rates Comparison 
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2024 2025 Inc. per Mo. Inc. per Yr. % Increase
42 Gallon Roll Cart 26.36 27.21 0.85 10.20 3.22%
68 Gallon Roll Cart 31.41 32.26 0.85 10.20 2.71%
96 Gallon Roll Cart 36.47 37.32 0.85 10.20 2.33%
Once per Month Pickup 42 gallon Can 14.00 14.25 0.25 3.00 1.79%

20 yard boxes 109.57 112.55 2.98 35.76 2.72%
*plus mileage and
Per Ton 78.60 81.25 2.65 31.80 3.37%
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Deer in City Limits 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Celeste Tate, Administrator 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
We have recently had two complaints about aggressive deer within city limits and one 
question from a citizen on a prohibition of feeding deer within city limits. There is indeed an 
Ordinance that prohibits the feeding of wildlife and imposes a penalty for doing so. These 
ordinances are 131.104 and 131.999 which are attached. These Ordinances were enacted in 
2014 to try to prevent aggressive deer. Back in 2015 and 2016 there was an uptick on deer 
complaints so the city sent out a survey asking residents whether they supported removing 
the deer population within the city. The survey resulted in a 20% response rate. Of those that 
responded, the majority supported removal of the deer by lethal means. However, those that 
did not support such measures pointed out that though the majority of the responses 
supported removal of the deer, there was only a 20% survey response. A town meeting was 
held and only 1/3 of those that attended supported removal of the deer. ODFW said that if 
they were to support and start to implement a plan to reduce deer numbers in Union, they 
would need to know that the majority of the citizens supported the plan. After the town hall 
meeting, council considered a Resolution to adopt a deer management plan but it was not 
approved by council by a vote of 3 to 2 and therefore the matter never moved forward. I bring 
this subject to council upon request of a citizen to consider whether council would like to 
revisit the topic.  
 
ATTACHED: 
Feeding wildlife 
Proposed Deer Management Plan July 2016 
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§ 131.104 FEEDING OF DEER, RACCOON, WILD TURKEYS, AND POTENTIALLY HABITUATED WILDLIFE
PROHIBITED.

   (A)    As used in this section:

      (1)   OFFICER means any person authorized to enforce city codes.

      (2)   POTENTIALLY HABITUATED WILDLIFE, as defined by O.R.S. 496.731(b), means bear, cougar, coyote and wolf.

   (B)   A person who knowingly places, deposits, distributes, stores or scatters food, garbage or any other attractant so as to
constitute a lure, attraction or enticement for deer, raccoon, wild turkeys, wolves, or potentially habituated wildlife may be
issued a citation.

(Ord. 533, passed 3-10-2014) Penalty, see § 131.999

§ 131.999 PENALTY.

   (A)   Violation of any provision of this chapter is punishable according to the provisions of Ordinance 359 by a forfeiture not
to exceed $500; provided, however, if there is a violation of any provision identical to a state statute with a lesser penalty
attaching, punishment shall be limited to the less penalty prescribed in the state law.

   (B)   Any violation of § 131.104 may be considered a nuisance and is punishable each day the nuisance is maintained and
shall constitute a separate offense.

(Ord. 461, passed 6-8-1998; Ord. 533, passed 3-10-2014)
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MINUTES 

Council Special Meeting 
Meeting  
7:30 PM - Thursday, November 21, 2024 
Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, 
OR 97883 

  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL: 

  
Mayor:  Hawkins  

Councilors:   Cox, Black, Blackburn, Middleton and 
Boyer-Davis  

  The City Council of the City of Union was called to order on November 21st, at 
7:33 PM, in the Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, OR 
97883, with the following members present: 
  
PRESENT: 
 

Susan Hawkins, Tim Cox, Anita Boyer-Davis, Dick Middleton and 
John Black 

ABSENT WITH 
CONSENT:   Jay Blackburn 

 ABSENT 
WITHOUT 
CONSENT: 

  

 
2. CONSENT AGENDA:  
 a) Business/Special Meeting Minutes 

  
 October 24, 2024 

          
 
Counselor Boyer-Davis made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. 
Councilor Cox seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS:  
 a) Remand of Appeal - Minor Partition Plat #2023-02 

 
There was a discussion on the Findings of Fact, Conclusions Of Law, and 
Decision. The numbering needs to be updated as there are some typos. On the 
re-numbered 13. "Gravel road surfaces in the City of Union cause the 
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Council Special Meeting 
November 21, 2024 

transmission of dust, which results in the need for application of dust 
abatement products by the City of Union.", council requested to remove "by the 
City of Union" from the end as the application of dust abatement products are 
applied by an outside business, paid for by the homeowner and then a portion 
of the cost is eligible for reimbursement by the City of Union subject to 
available budget. Councilor Middleton made a motion to adopt the Findings of 
Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Decision with the corrections noted. Councilor 
Boyer-Davis seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4. ADJOURNMENT: 

This meeting was adjourned at 7:43 PM 
 

Mayor 

City Administrator 
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MINUTES 

City Council Meeting  
7:00 PM - Monday, January 13, 2025 
Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, 
OR 97883 

  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL: 

  
Mayor:  Hawkins 

Councilors:   Cox, Black, Blackburn, Middleton, and 
Boyer-Davis   

  The City Council of the City of Union was called to order on January 13, 2025, at 
7:00 PM, in the Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, OR 
97883, with the following members present: 
  
PRESENT: Susan Hawkins, Tim Cox, Anita Boyer-Davis, Dick Middleton and 

John Black 

ABSENT WITH 
CONSENT: Jay Blackburn  

 ABSENT 
WITHOUT 
CONSENT: 

  

 
2. NEW MAYOR/COUNCIL SWORN IN  
 a) Oath of New Officers 

 
Mayor Hawkins thanked the outgoing councilors for their dedication to the city 
and their many hours of service. Mayor Hawkins stated that both Councilors 
Tim Cox and Jay Blackburn did a fabulous job for the city and thanked them for 
all that they have done. Administrator Tate swore in the new officers: Susan 
Hawkins, Kori Cox, Donald George and Trisha Seale.   

 b) Election of Council President 
 
Mayor Hawkins went over the process of electing the new council president per 
the charter. Councilor George nominated councilor Boyer-Davis. Councilor 
Seale seconded the motion. Councilor Cox nominated councilor Middleton. 
Councilor Boyer-Davis seconded the motion. Ballots were cast and Councilor 
Boyer-Davis was elected council president. Per the charter council members 
must state who they voted for. Councilors Middleton, Boyer-Davis, Seale, Black 
and George voted for Councilor Boyer-Davis and Councilor Cox voted for 
Councilor Middleton. 
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City Council 
January 13, 2025 

 
3. CORRESPONDENCE PERTINENT TO AGENDA BUSINESS ITEMS:  
 a) Sheriff's Monthly Report 

 
Mayor Hawkins notes the absence of the sheriff's officer due to sickness. 
Discussion on the sheriff's report, noting an increase in warnings and arrests. 
Mayor Hawkins and Administrator Tate discuss the importance of the sheriff's 
presence in the community. Councilor Middleton suggests more conversations 
with residents about violations 

 
4. OLD BUSINESS: 

Public comment is welcome on each subject addressed under the public comment 
rules stated below.  

 a) Union City Park Renovation 
 
Councilor Middleton had tabled the Union City Park Renovation topic and 
Resolution 2024-12 at a prior council meeting so Councilor Middleton took the 
topic off the tabled topics and opened the discussion. Discussion on the 
resolution, clarifying the roles of Main Street Union and the city. Mayor 
Hawkins and Administrator Tate discuss the importance of the park renovation 
and the role of Main Street Union. It was noted that the Resolution 2024-12 
needs to now be changed to 2025-01 as it is now the 2025 year. Councilor 
Boyer-Davis made a motion to accept Resolution 2025-01. Motion was 
seconded by Councilor Black. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS: 

Public comment is welcome on each subject addressed under the public comment rules 
stated below.  

 a) Public Works Award 
 
The Public Works department was presented with an award for outstanding 
community organization for 2024 for their effort to maintain the city parks and 
restrooms, for their holiday spirit in putting up and taking down the decorations 
in the park and down main street. Main Street Union appreciates their pride in 
their community.  

 b) Council Goals and New Goal Setting 
 
Mayor Hawkins and Administrator Tate discuss setting a date for council goal 
setting and ethics training. Agreement to set the goal setting meeting for 
January 25th, with ethics training to follow.  

 c) Policy on Expenditures/Voucher Process 
 
Discussion on the importance of having a policy on expenditures and the 
voucher process. Council supports reducing the number of people reviewing 
vouchers while maintaining multiple checkpoints. Administrator Tate will bring 
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January 13, 2025 

forward proposed Accounting Policies to a future council meeting for 
discussion.  

 d) Water-Wastewater Rate Review 
 
Mayor Hawkins and Administrator Tate discuss the need to review water and 
wastewater rates. Council also discussed the impact of $177,000 annual debt 
payment on future rate increases. Citizens will be invited to provide input on 
rate increases. Mayor Hawkins emphasizes the importance of making informed 
decisions on rate increases. 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA: 

Councilor Boyer-Davis made a motion to accept the consent agenda as presented. 
Councilor George seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 6.1. BUSINESS/SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES  
 6.1.1. December 9th, 2024 Special Meeting - Executive Session  
 6.1.2. December 9th, 2024 City Council Meeting 
 
 6.2. WORK SESSION MINUTES  
 6.2.1. December 9th, 2024 Work Session 
 
 6.3. INFORMATION REPORTS  
 6.3.1. Office Manager Monthly Report  
 6.3.2. Ordinance Enforcement Monthly Report  
 6.3.3. Animal Officer Monthly Report  
 6.3.4. Library Monthly Report 
 
7. CITY COUNCIL WORKING COMMITTEE UPDATES:  
 a) Water Sewer Committee  
 b) Charter Committee  
 c) Zoning Committee  
 d) Trails Committee  
 e) Library Committee  
 f) Buffalo Flat Project 

 
Mayor Hawkins emphasizes the importance of public awareness and 
involvement in the Buffalo Flats project. 

 
8. CITY ADMINISTRATOR / PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  
 a) Public Works Monthly Report 

Page 3 of 5Page 41 of 65
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January 13, 2025 

 
Administrator Tate discusses the Public Works monthly report, highlighting 
specific work orders such as a final read for a moved resident, an install 
hydrant, and a street light issue in Dearborn Street. Administrator Tate 
questions the council about spending $7,000 to replace a street light that a 
homeowner does not want replaced. Mayor Hawkins and Councilor Middleton 
whether the street light is needed for safety, especially for athletic fields and 
pedestrian safety. The conversation touches on the history of the street light, 
including a tree falling and the potential involvement of homeowner insurance. 
The council discusses the process of replacing the light, including the need for 
an electrician and the potential cost. The conversation includes a discussion on 
whether the light should be replaced and the impact on safety if it is not. The 
council considers the possibility of relocating a light from another nearby 
location.  

 b) Wastewater Monthly Report  
 c) City Administrator Monthly Report 

 
Administrator Tate provides an update on the College Street Bridge project, 
including a recent meeting with ODOT representatives. The council discusses 
the need for a narrow bridge to fit the existing road and the concerns of local 
residents. Administrator Tate mentions the possibility of a one-lane bridge and 
the importance of extensive planning and design discussions. The council 
considers the role of the city administrator in providing monthly updates on the 
project. 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Audience members may bring any concern before the Council at this time. 
  
Public comment rules: 
 All public comment is subject to 3 minutes per individual and time may be cut short 
by the Mayor if the information addressing the Council becomes redundant.  All 
persons addressing the Council must speak at the lectern and prior to speaking must 
state their name and address.  

 
10. UPCOMING MEETINGS AND SUGGESTIONS:  
 a) January 27th, 2024 - Council Work Session @ 6PM  
 b) February 10th, 2024 - Council Work Session @ 6PM  
 c) February 10th, 2024 - Council Business Meeting @ 7PM 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT: 

This meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM 
 

Page 4 of 5Page 42 of 65



City Council 
January 13, 2025 

Mayor 

City Administrator 
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MINUTES 

Council Special Meeting 
Meeting  
9:00 AM - Saturday, January 25, 2025 
Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, 
OR 97883 

  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL: 

  
Mayor:  Hawkins  

Councilors:    Cox, Middleton, Seale, Black, George and 
Boyer-Davis  

  The City Council of the City of Union was called to order on January 25th, 2025 
at 9:03AM, in the Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, 
OR 97883, with the following members present: 
  
PRESENT: Susan Hawkins, Kori Cox, Anita Boyer-Davis, Dick Middleton, 

John Black, Donald George and Trisha Seale 

ABSENT WITH 
CONSENT:    

ABSENT 
WITHOUT 
CONSENT: 

  

 
2. NEW BUSINESS: 

Public comment is welcome on each subject addressed under the public comment rules 
stated below.  

 a) Charter Review 
 
The Charter was reviewed and the history of prior work on revising the charter. 
The purpose of the charter was also discussed. It is the foundation of how the 
city operates. It is similar to the what bylaws are to an organization. It was also 
mentioned that the charter does not lay out how residents are taxed which has 
been a claim in the past when council tried to put forth a request to citizens to 
change the charter. It was claimed that the council wanted to change the 
charter and increase taxes to city of union residents. The purpose of 
committees was also discussed, what they are for in terms of how the city 
operates.  

 b) Discuss Previous Goals 
 
The Previous goals set were discussed and were: 
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● Charter – Susan Hawkins and Anita Boyer-Davis 
- Short Term Goal – Educating the public 
- Long Term Goal – Re Write Charter 
  
● Ordinances – Anita Boyer-Davis and John Black with back up of Tim Cox 
- Fines – Address critical items first, where things contradict one another etc., 
as well as update amounts 
- Look for other “must do” items first. Things that need to be addressed for 
legality or risk. 
  
● Zoning – Jay Blackburn, and John Black 
  
● Water Sewer – Dick Middleton, Tim Cox and John Farmer 
- Long Term planning and exploration (creek etc.) 
  
● Admin – Celeste Tate 
- Streets – Master Plan (Coordinate with Water/Sewer Master Plan) 
- Community Assessment Funding (Economic Development Plan) – update the 
2008-10 plan through NEOD and work with Downtown Merchants. 
(2nd Thursday of month at 6pm with Chamber at CCCC) 
(2nd Thursday of month at 7pm with Main St. Union at Drug Store) 
- Comprehensive Plan funding (zoning) – including housing inventory etc. 
   Include the Planning Commission 
- Training for Council and the Planning Commission 
  
Liaisons 
Library – Anita Boyer-Davis 
Facilities – Anita Boyer-Davis and Dick Middleton 
Trails – Jay Blackburn 
                Citizen Review Panel for Improvements and Grants 
Parks – Tim Cox  
  
Other Items and Items from Current Year 
ARPA Funds – Report back to council. Look at how much is left and what the 
eligible uses are. 
Law Enforcement – Finish Up  
Buffalo Flats – Ask for an update each month and put on the agenda 
Fire/EMS – Tim and Jay – need to finish up in 2023-24 with either an updated 
EMS fee if the annexation fails, or an MOU with the Rural Fire District if it does 
go through  

 c) Goal Discussion and Setting for 2025-2026 
 
A handout was reviewed on goal setting and the relationship to the budget and 
work plans for city employees.  
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Goals were set for 2025-2026 and are: 
● Charter – Susan Hawkins and Anita Boyer-Davis 
- Short Term Goal – Educate the public on the existing charter 
- Long Term Goal – Re Write Charter 
  
● Ordinances – Trisha Seale and John Black 
- Short Term Goal -Identify targeted Ordinance(s) to address with Shawna 
- Long Term Goal – Take 1-2 to council, then Lawyer for revisions. 
  
● Zoning – Kori Cox and Trisha Seale 
- Short Term Goal – Improve application and definition of zones 
- Long Term Goal – Improve consistency in zones  
- Long Term Goal - Align Urban Growth boundary and City Limits.  
  
● Water – Dick Middleton and Donald George 
- Short Term Goal – Create annual Maintenance Plan 
- Short Term Goal - Identify Critical Infrastructure Needs 
- Long Term Goal  - Develop Long-Term Maintenance and Capital 
Improvements Plan 
  
● Sewer – Dick Middleton and Donald George 
- Short Term Goal – Create annual Maintenance Plan  
- Short Term Goal - Identify Critical Infrastructure Needs 
- Long Term Goal  - Develop Long-Term Maintenance and Capital 
Improvements Plan  
- Long Term Goal  - Address Contingency Plan for getting out of Catherine 
Creek 
  
● Streets – Kori Cox and John Black 
- Short Term Goal – Determine % of budget to dedicate for maintenance and 
paving respectively 
- Short Term Goal – Perform Annual Grading and Rolling on all unpaved city 
streets 
- Short Term Goal – Assess street lighting needs and address, looking into 
funding for energy efficient lighting 
- Short Term Goal – Adopt public works standards for skinny streets 
- Long Term Goal – Develop Long-Term maintenance plan 
  
● Admin – Celeste Tate 
- Short Term Goal – Increase training for Council and Planning Commission 
- Short Term Goal – Funding to complete an updated Community Assessment  
- Long Term Goal – Update the Economic Development Plan 
- Long Term Goal – Update the Comprehensive Plan 
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Liaisons 
Library – Anita Boyer-Davis 
Trails – Kori Cox 
Main Street (to include the Park Renovation Project) – Trisha Seale  
Buffalo Flats – Dick Middleton and Donald George 
Historic Committee – Susan Hawkins 
Fire/EMS Board – Trisha Seale 
   

 d) Public Meeting Laws and Oregon Ethics Rules 
 
Public Meeting Laws were discussed and it was mentioned that if council writes 
on their agenda at all, it alters the agenda and therefore the paper is a public 
document and must be retained according to state law. The issue of email 
correspondence was discussed and the risk of daisy chaining which can turn a 
discussion into a quorum. It was recommended to avoid emailing the entire 
council and to instead communicate with the City Administrator who can 
disseminate information as needed to discuss at a future council meeting. 

 
3. ADJOURNMENT: 

This meeting adjourned at 2:12 PM 
 

Mayor 

City Administrator 
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MINUTES 

Council Work Session 
Meeting  
6:00 PM - Monday, January 13, 2025 
Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, 
OR 97883 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 

  
Mayor:  Hawkins 

Councilors:   Cox, Black, Blackburn, Middleton and 
Boyer-Davis  

  The City Council of the City of Union was called to order on January 13, 2025, at 
6:00 PM, in the Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, OR 
97883, with the following members present: 
  
PRESENT: Susan Hawkins, Tim Cox, Anita Boyer-Davis, Dick Middleton and 

John Black 

ABSENT WITH 
CONSENT: Jay Blackburn  

ABSENT 
WITHOUT 
CONSENT: 

  

 
2. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
3. UPCOMING BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:  
 a) Water-Wastewater Rate Review 

 
There was a discussion on the ordinance that automatically raises water and 
sewer rates by 2.5% each year if the council does not approve something 
different. 
Sewer Fund Revenue and Expenditures 
Administrator Tate presents sewer fund revenues and expenditures, projecting 
a $28,000 drop in the fund balance. Historical losses since 19-20, including a 
$46,000 loss in 19-20 and a $37,000 gain in 2023-2024. There has been an 
increase in chlorine cost and other chemicals by 12%. Operating expenses for 
2023-2024 were $331,007, projected to be $441,000 for 2024-2025. 
Wastewater 10-Year Implementation Plan 
Administrator Tate discusses a draft of a wastewater 10-year implementation 
plan. Projections for annual rate increases of 6% for wastewater, deemed 
unfeasible. Upgrades planned for 2025-2026, including telemetry upgrade, 
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SBC and RBC cleaning, and pump replacement. Need to increase rates by 3% 
again due to projected losses. 
Water Fund Revenue and Expenditures 
Administrator Tate presents water fund revenues and expenditures, projecting 
a $20,000 increase in the fund balance. Historical performance of the water 
fund, holding its own with a 1% increase in 2023-2024. Discussion on the need 
for more than a 1% increase due to large capital improvement projects. 
Councilor Cox emphasizes the importance of accurate projections and 
potential need for rate increases. 

 
4. COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS: 
 
5. ORDINANCE/CHARTER REVIEW: 
 
6. OTHER: 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT: 

This meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM 
 

Mayor 

City Administrator 
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MINUTES 

Council Work Session 
Meeting  
6:00 PM - Monday, January 27, 2025 
Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, 
OR 97883 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 

  
Mayor:  Hawkins 

Councilors:   Cox, Middleton, Seale, Black, George and 
Boyer-Davis  

  The City Council of the City of Union was called to order on January 27 2025, at 
6:00 PM, in the Leonard Almquist Council Chambers, 342 S. Main St, Union, OR 
97883, with the following members present: 
  
PRESENT: Susan Hawkins, Kori Cox, Anita Boyer-Davis, Dick Middleton, John 

Black, Donald George and Trisha Seale 

ABSENT WITH 
CONSENT:  

 ABSENT 
WITHOUT 
CONSENT: 

  

 
2. PRESENTATIONS: 
 
3. UPCOMING BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:  
 a) Water-Wastewater Rate Review 

 
Water and Wastewater Rate Reviews 
Mayor Hawkins calls the city council work session meeting to discuss water 
and wastewater rate reviews. Administrator Tate presents the current 2024 rate 
list and the resolution approved in March 2024. The ordinance 563 states a 
1.5% increase will automatically go into effect on April 1 annually, unless the 
council determines otherwise. The council must review rates annually by 
January but no later than March, with a maximum increase of 3%. 
Rate Increase Projections 
Administrator Tate explains the different rate increases for water and sewer 
and what that would mean for residents, including a 1% increase for water (35 
cents per month) and for sewer (54 cents per month). A 3% increase for water 
would result in a $1.04 per month increase, totaling $12.48 per year. A 3% 
increase for sewer would result in a $1.62 per month increase, totaling $19.48 
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per year. The combined increase for both would be $31.96 per year for each 
residence. 
Sewer Fund Revenue and Expenditures 
Administrator Tate presents sewer fund revenue and expenditures for 2025-
2026, projecting a net loss of almost $28,000 and a drop in the fund balance by 
$2,665.82. The projections are based on a 3% increase, considering the 
variability in revenue inflows. Historical data shows a decline in the fund 
balance from 2019 to 2022, with a slight improvement in 2023 and 2024. The 
current 3% increase is insufficient to cover rising costs, particularly due to 
increased chemical expenses. 
Wastewater Capital Improvements Plan 
Celeste Tate discusses the wastewater draft Capital Improvements Plan that 
assumed a 6% rate increase annually. The original draft did not account for 
loan payments going away in out years, which was corrected. The 6% rate 
increase is not feasible under the current ordinance, which limits increases to 
3%. The annual operating costs for the wastewater department are around 
$600,000, with a projected deficit if costs continue to rise at 4%. 
Water Capital Improvement Projects 
Celeste Tate outlines the top 10 water capital improvement projects, including 
slip lining and water line replacements. The projected costs for these projects 
are significant, with a total of $1.7 million for contracted improvements. The city 
has a reserve balance of $600,000 in water. The city needs to ensure it can 
continue to transfer funds to the reserve while maintaining the operating fund. 
System Development Charges (SDCs) 
Councilor Middleton suggests revisiting the System Development Charges 
(SDCs) to cover the costs of new developments. The SDCs were previously 
discontinued due to the lack of new developments, but the city is now 
experiencing growth. The SDCs could be used to fund water and sewer line 
improvements, which are currently not covered by the existing budget. The 
council discusses the need to revisit the SDCs and how they can be structured 
to better support the city's infrastructure needs. 
Impact of Rate Increases on Residents 
The council discusses the impact of the proposed rate increases on residents, 
particularly those on fixed incomes. A 1% increase in water and a 3% increase 
in sewer would result in an additional $4.16 per year for water and $19.48 per 
year for sewer. The council considers the broader economic context, including 
the $10 fee reduction from the Fire/EMS fee going away that will offset some of 
the increases. The council aims to balance the need for revenue with the 
impact on residents, particularly those with lower incomes. The council plans to 
visit the sewer plant to better understand the operations and future needs. The 
council discusses the importance of setting water and sewer rates that cover 
the city's costs while being fair to residents. The council considers the long-
term impact of the proposed rate increases and the need for ongoing 
maintenance and improvements. The council aims to make informed decisions 
that support the city's infrastructure and financial stability. 

 
4. COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS: 

Page 2 of 3Page 51 of 65



Council Work Session 
January 27, 2025 

 
5. ORDINANCE/CHARTER REVIEW: 
 
6. OTHER: 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT: 

This meeting was adjourned at 7:24 PM 
 

Mayor 

City Administrator 
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT – January 2025

Administration:
Council had their goal setting meeting on January 25th and I am working on department workplans 
that support those goals. The annual roads report and bi-annual infrastructure report have been 
submitted to the state. I continue to work on the 2025-2026 Budget for the upcoming meetings on 
April 22, 23 and 24th. 

Training:
New councilors attended an “Elected Essentials” training at the Baker City Armory put on by the 
League of Oregon Essentials on January 31st. I have also learned that the Oregon Government Ethics 
Commission will be hosting an onsite training in Lagrande and Cove in May. I have communicated 
that the City of Union would also like onsite training when they are in the area in May. They will be 
letting me know when the May dates are set in order to coordinate.  

Buffalo Flats: 
Aaron Bliesner has sent an email asking who from council should be on the Focus Group as they are 
looking to schedule that meeting. Now that council has determined who will be the liaison, I have 
communicated that information back to Aaron. I am still working on reading through all of the 80% 
design documents. I reached out to Deanna Wright, the National Flood insurance Program 
Coordinator at the Oregon DLCD and she responded back that she is happy to chat about the project 
with me and asked for some project information such as the Hydraulic Analysis and some other 
information and I sent her back that information. I have also conversed with John O’Leary a 
Floodplain Management Specialist with FEMA and he also requested project information which I 
have sent to him. He will also be in Union sometime the week of February 24th-27th and would like to 
meet with me and any members of council who are available in regards to the new FEMA floodplain 
permit-by-permit process. There has been a meeting set for Saturday February 15th at 10am here at 
City Hall that councilors George and Middleton will be hosting and I sent out an email to all folks who 
had attended the Buffalo Flats informational meeting to let them know. I have received a few 
responses with their confirmed plans to attend. 

College Street Bridge:
I had a meeting with Michelle Owen, some other folks at ODOT and Paul Phillips here with the city. 
The meeting was to familiarize the ODOT team with the project. During the meeting with Michelle 
and ODOT folks, we made clear that the smallest footprint possible is what is needed, and the 
council and folks would like to see all options considered including a culvert bridge, one-lane bridge 
etc. In addition, I sent a follow up email last week with pictures of a bridge on Hess Cabin Road which 
is also known as Forest Service Road 2036. The bridge goes over Little Catherine Creek and is off of 
Highway 203. Thank you to Donni Later for sharing the pictures. Michelle is supposed to be sending 
me a timeline shortly that has some detail on proposed dates and times for the bridge design 
process but at this point in time, they are saying that it would be July before they would be able to 
have designs to be able to look at. After the meeting with Michelle, she sent a follow up email in 
which at one point she mentioned that the tentative roadway design is looking at a 15mph road with 
a 10’ travel lanes with 3’ shoulders (16’ total roadway width). She also said I just wanted to let you 
know that the team heard you loud and clear that we want to keep this narrow and reduce ROW 
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purchase from property owners. ODOT survey crews have begun topographic mapping for the 
replacement of the bridge on College Street. They had their Geometronics Unit come out last week 
and perform a LiDAR Drone flight in order to collect data up and down stream for the ODOT 
Hydraulics unit. They will be performing cross sections of the creek and performing mapping around 
the existing structure in the coming weeks. The surveyors have spoken with the land owners around 
the bridge. I sent an email out to all residents of college street with the update and I received several 
emails back thanking me for the update and the work on keeping communication lines open with the 
residents. 
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Ordinance Enforcement Monthly Report 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Shawna Opie, Ordinance Officer 

 
ATTACHED: 
Ordinance Officer Monthly Report January 2025 
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Animal Officer Monthly Report 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Celeste Tate, Administrator 

 
ATTACHED: 
Animal Officer Monthly Report January 2025 
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Union Animal Enforcement Hours—January 2025

Animal Enforcement Deputy Kelly contributed to these hours that reflect animal control 
activities only in Union for the month.

 HOURS:         8
 
Calls for Service:   11

Dog at large:  7
Citations: 0  
Warnings: 3  
Impounds: 0
Other Action:     

Dog Bites: 0

Barking Dog: 0        
Citations: 0
Warnings: 0
Impounds: 0
Other Actions:

Animal Abuse/Neglect: 1

Other:  See below*

  
Activities Included:
General patrol including previously reported problem areas
Follow up done as needed throughout the month
Received a report of a dog chasing cats, responded. Dog was home and owner warned
Attempt to located dogs reported at large
Follow up for reported dogs at large, owner contacted and dog is in heat. She will keep the dog 
contained
Attempt to contact owners of dogs repeatedly at large, no contact, owner will not return calls
Report of a dog at large that attacked sheep, dog located at the Union Park, AEO followed dog 
home and warned owners
Received a report of 2 dogs at large, AEO responded and attempted to locate
Report of a poisoned dog, determined to be neighbor spraying herbicide, not intentional. Dog 
lived
Report of a dog in with cattle, dog was chased home, owner warned
AEO witnessed a dog at large, the owner appeared shortly after looking for the dog.
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Library Monthly Report 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Tiffany Derichsweiler, Library Lead 

 
ATTACHED: 
Library Monthly Report January 2025 
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January Monthly Report 2025

Statistics
This Year Last Year

Patron Count 673 849
Circulation Count: 1298 1250

Adult 615 563
Children 683 687
Audios 48 48
Videos 191 185

Music CD's 2 0
Materials Added 97

Reference Questions 63 25
Programs for Patrons 9 12

Participants 83 115
Computer Usage 1134229 1962613

New Patrons 11
ILL Requests 364 369

Notary 6 3

Events and Additions:

Library closed 1/1, & 1/20
Summer Reading Program scheduling is underway. 
Community partners are volunteering to run some summer programming. 
I completed a grant writing training. 
All staff attended a reference services training. 
We continue hosting the school's OBOB teams every other Monday. 
I've started a new policy on materials retention to be reviewed by the library board. 
OSU Master Gardeners have agreed to present at our annual seed exchange. 
We're still running Storytime weekly, after school crafts biweekly, adult crafts on Mondays. 
Head start & first grades are still coming monthly. 
Completed Penguin Random House grant application. 
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: Public Works Monthly Report 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Paul Phillips, Public Works Lead 

 
ATTACHED: 
Public Works Monthly Report January 2025 
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City Of Union Council Report for January 2025 Public Works Department 
 
Water: Submitted the annual state fire marshal report. Assisted a customer 
with a broken waterline at South College & East Center.  Repaired a water 
meter on Main & West Arch that had frozen and broke the frost plug 
causing a leakage.  Cleaned up well #3 as the contractor is going to fix 
some drywall marks and repaint the piping and walls inside the building. 
 
Sewer: Had the motor rebuilt on blower #2 and reinstalled it and put the 
blower back online. Installed a new motor on the primary clarifier and put it 
back online. The hoist was completed for the screw screen room.  
Purchased a 3” pump for the effluent pond. We will be fixing the piping in 
the bottom of the pond in the next couple weeks.  The pump at the pond 
had plugged up and the line froze up we cleaned the pump and thawed out 
the line and reinstalled it. 
 
Streets: Tried to grade North 1st Street it was frozen, but we were able to 
make it a little smoother.  Did some pot-hole patching in the West section of 
town.  We will be patching more potholes later this spring. 
 
Ranger Station: Demo work is complete on the South Airbnb as we have 
removed the insulation, wiring, hvac, and walls and flooring.  Basically it is 
down to bare studs and the next step is to have a contractor frame it up 
then have the trades (plumber, electrician, and Hvac) install their parts then 
insulation, sheetrock, and flooring along with cabinets and appliances.  This 
took most of our time this month to complete. 

 
Paul Phillips  
Public Works Lead 
February 3, 2025   
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Memorandum 
 
Subject: January 2025 Wastewater Report 

Meeting: City Council - Feb 10 2025 

Prepared For: Mayor and Members of Council  

Staff Contact: Heather Daggett, Wastewater 

 
ATTACHED: 
Wastewater Report January 2025 
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Wastewater Report January 2025

Drying Beds & Sludge removal – Currently 2 of 4 drying beds are occupied with treatment plant product. 
Drying Beds 2 has Digester sludge from the secondary digester, drying bed 1 has nasty items from plant 
cleaning & 3 loads from Catherine Creek hides. Drying beds 3 & 4 are currently holding rain water. 

Maintenance Treatment facility

Monthly Maintenance @ Treatment Facility

• Cleaning and maintenance on sensor for alarms on 2nd Digester
• Laboratory equipment
• Chemical pump maintenance, Chlorine, and Calcium Pumps

Continue replacing leaking tubing on chlorine pumping system
• Blower Services and Maintenance
• RBC Maintenance
• SBC: Grease

Effluent - Effluent discharge in Catherine Creek with a daily average of 240,000 gallons daily.

Laboratory – 

Daily, Weekly, Monthly, and Quarterly laboratory testing to meet DEQ requirements, and facility process 
checks. Internally processing or outsourcing sample requirements for discharge into Catherine Creek.   

Other   

• Installed rebuilt Motor on Blower 
• Lift for the Influent screen has been installed
• Inflow & Infiltration Annual Report

Golf Course Pond – 

• Lowering the level in the pond in preparation for the repair to the intake line for the golf course 
irrigation. Got DEQ approval for the repairs that need to be made. (Continued)

Water - 

• Passed my Level 1 Water Distribution Test
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT – January 2025

Administration:
Council had their goal setting meeting on January 25th and I am working on department workplans that 
support those goals. The annual roads report and bi-annual infrastructure report have been submitted to 
the state. I continue to work on the 2025-2026 Budget for the upcoming meetings on April 22, 23 and 
24th. 

Training:
New councilors attended an “Elected Essentials” training at the Baker City Armory put on by the League of 
Oregon Essentials on January 31st. I have also learned that the Oregon Government Ethics Commission will 
be hosting an onsite training in Lagrande and Cove in May. I have communicated that the City of Union 
would also like onsite training when they are in the area in May. They will be letting me know when the 
May dates are set in order to coordinate.  

Buffalo Flats: 
Aaron Bliesner has sent an email asking who from council should be on the Focus Group as they are 
looking to schedule that meeting. Now that council has determined who will be the liaison, I have 
communicated that information back to Aaron. I am still working on reading through all of the 80% design 
documents. I reached out to Deanna Wright, the National Flood insurance Program Coordinator at the 
Oregon DLCD and she responded back that she is happy to chat about the project with me and asked for 
some project information such as the Hydraulic Analysis and some other information and I sent her back 
that information. I have also conversed with John O’Leary a Floodplain Management Specialist with FEMA 
and he also requested project information which I have sent to him. He will also be in Union sometime the 
week of February 24th-27th and would like to meet with me and any members of council who are available 
in regards to the new FEMA floodplain permit-by-permit process. There has been a meeting set for 
Saturday February 15th at 10am here at City Hall that councilors George and Middleton will be hosting and 
I sent out an email to all folks who had attended the Buffalo Flats informational meeting to let them 
know. I have received a few responses with their confirmed plans to attend. 

College Street Bridge:
I had a meeting with Michelle Owen, some other folks at ODOT and Paul Phillips here with the city. The 
meeting was to familiarize the ODOT team with the project. During the meeting with Michelle and ODOT 
folks, we made clear that the smallest footprint possible is what is needed, and the council and folks 
would like to see all options considered including a culvert bridge, one-lane bridge etc. In addition, I sent a 
follow up email last week with pictures of a bridge on Hess Cabin Road which is also known as Forest 
Service Road 2036. The bridge goes over Little Catherine Creek and is off of Highway 203. Thank you to 
Donni Later for sharing the pictures. Michelle is supposed to be sending me a timeline shortly that has 
some detail on proposed dates and times for the bridge design process but at this point in time, they are 
saying that it would be July before they would be able to have designs to be able to look at. After the 
meeting with Michelle, she sent a follow up email in which at one point she mentioned that the tentative 
roadway design is looking at a 15mph road with a 10’ travel lanes with 3’ shoulders (16’ total roadway 
width). She also said I just wanted to let you know that the team heard you loud and clear that we want 
to keep this narrow and reduce ROW purchase from property owners. ODOT survey crews have begun 
topographic mapping for the replacement of the bridge on College Street. They had their Geometronics 
Unit come out last week and perform a LiDAR Drone flight in order to collect data up and down stream for 
the ODOT Hydraulics unit. They will be performing cross sections of the creek and performing mapping 
around the existing structure in the coming weeks. The surveyors have spoken with the land owners 
around the bridge. I sent an email out to all residents of college street with the update and I received 
several emails back thanking me for the update and the work on keeping communication lines open with 
the residents. 
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